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Hearing Date:  February 12, 2003 
Committee On:  Health and Human Services 
 
Introducer(s): (Speaker Bromm, at the request of the Governor) 
Title: Provide and eliminate provisions relating to human services regions 
 
Roll Call Vote – Final Committee Action: 
 

 Advanced to General File 

 Advanced to General File with Amendments 

X Indefinitely Postponed 

Vote Results: 

6 Yes Senator Byars, Cunningham, Maxwell, Erdman, Johnson and 
Stuthman 

 No  
1 Present, not voting Senator Jensen 
 Absent  

 
Proponents: Representing: 
Jennifer Roberts Legal Counsel to Senator Bromm 
Ron Ross Nebraska Health and Human Services System 
 
Opponents: Representing: 
Pat Connell Nebraska Association of Behavioral Health 

Organizations 
Mary Ann Borgeson Douglas County 
Carla Kocher Nebraska Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
Pamela Lancaster Midland Area Agency of Aging 
Jerry McCallum Region IV 
Michael Millea AARP 
Loveda Mitchell The Arc of Nebraska 
Jim Prauner Region IV 
Tom Greener Region VI, Region Program Administrators 
Dean Settle Community Mental Health Center of Lancaster 

County & Lancaster County Board of 
Commissioners 

Alan Zavodny Self 
Topher Hanson CenterPointe, Inc. 
Mary O’Hare Nebraska Planning Council on Developmental 

Disabilities 
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Geri Hepp Alzheimer’s Association 
Elaine Menzel Nebraska Association of County Officials 
Frederick Pinkelman Cedar County Commissioners 
 
Neutral: Representing: 
  
 
Summary of purpose and/or changes: The bill creates three human regions to replace the six 
mental health regions designated in section 71-5002, the six developmental disability regions 
designated in section 83-1,143.06, the eight planning and services areas (aging regions) 
established in section 81-2213, and the regional governing boards in each of the regions. 
 The new Western Region consists of Sioux, Dawes, Box Butte, Sheridan, Scotts Bluff, 
Morrill, Garden, Banner, Kimball, Cheyenne, Deuel, Grant, Hooker, Thomas, Arthur, 
McPherson, Logan, Keith, Lincoln, Perkins, Chase, Hayes, Frontier, Dawson, Gosper, Dundy, 
Hitchcock, Red Willow, and Furnas counties. 

The new Central Region consists of Blaine, Loup, Garfield, Wheeler, Custer, Valley, 
Greeley, Sherman, Howard, Buffalo, Hall, Phelps, Kearney, Adams, Clay, Harlan, Hamilton, 
Merrick, Franklin, Webster, Nuckolls, Cherry, Keya Paha, Boyd, Brown, Rock, Holt, Knox, 
Cedar, Dixon, Dakota, Thurston, Wayne, Pierce, Antelope, Boone, Nance, Madison, Stanton, 
Cuming, Burt, Colfax, Platte, Dodge, and Washington counties.  
 The new Eastern Region consists of Polk, Butler, Saunders, Seward, Lancaster, Otoe, 
Fillmore, Saline, Thayer, Jefferson, Gage, Johnson, Nemaha, Pawnee, York, Richardson, 
Douglas, Sarpy, and Cass counties.   
 Each new region will have a regional governing board which will succeed such boards 
previously existing in the mental health, aging, and developmental disability regions. 
 The following sections are outright repealed: 68-1729, 68-1730, 83-1,143.06. The bill has 
an emergency clause. 
 
 
Explanation of amendments, if any:  
 
 
        

 Senator Jim Jensen, Chairperson 
 


